If G is a group, denote the discrete group algebra over the complex numbers by C[G] and the nXn matrices over C [G] by C[G]». I. Kaplansky has observed [2] that any element of C[G] n which is right invertible is also left invertible (for an application of this result, see [l] ). Kaplansky's observation followed from known results in the theory of rings of operators concerning von Neumann algebras. This note presents a proof using instead the uniform closure of C[G], which is a C*-algebra, and very elementary properties of C*-algebras. Kaplansky himself in several lectures has indicated that the result could be obtained by using the uniform closure rather than the weak closure of C [G] . Since the result does present itself in the works of others and appears to be needed, it seems worthwhile to put it officially in the literature. It would be interesting to try to find a purely algebraic proof of the result, especially for any field, since the result for fields of characteristic p is as yet unknown. The proof is only given for C [G] itself, but a similar argument will work for
, one may use the trace of the matrix which is the coefficient of the identity.
For any element x of C [G] , write x = ^2geocx g g y where a"GC and a<, = 0 for all but a finite number of g£G. C [G] has an involution *, given by x* = ^2 0 GG ôLog~~l-One may also define a trace t on C[G] by t(x) =ai, where ai is the coefficient of 1 £G. / has the following properties:
(1) /(1) = 1.
(2) / is C-linear. 
